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DR. PATRICIA FRANKS, PH.D., CA, CRM, IGP

Franks is author of the book Records and 
Information Management and was team 
lead for ANSI/ARMA Standard 
Implications of Web -based Collaborative 
Technologies in Records Management 
and the technical report, Using Social 
Media in Organizations.  She is co-editor 
of the Encyclopedia of Archival Science
(to be published in 2015). As a member of 
the InterPARESTrustresearch team she 
leads two projects: Social Media & Trust in 
Government and Retention and 
Disposition in a Cloud Environment .  



SO... YOU WANT TO BE AN 
ARCHIVIST?



WHAT IS AN ARCHIVIST ANYWAY?

An archivist is an individual who keeps records of enduring 

value so that they may function as reliable evidence of past 

actions. To òkeepó records requires the archivist perform the 

routine archival tasks of acquisition , appraisal , arrangement

and description , and preservation . 
~Reto Tschan 

Archivist Entry

Encyclopedia of Archival Science



NOT ALL DEFINITIONS ARE THE SAME

European Tradition

ÅArchivists may also have 
responsibility for active and semi -
active records . Depending on the 
institutional arrangements, 
therefore, the term records 
manager may be analogous to that 
of archivist.

North America

ÅArchivists typically have responsibility 
for inactive, or òhistoric,ó records,while 
active records remain the responsibility 
of records managers .

ÅIn the United States, there is a distinct 
tradition of referring to archivists with 
responsibility for private or personal 
archives as manuscript curators.

~Reto Tschan

Archivist Entry

Encyclopedia of Archival Science



WHAT IS ARCHIVAL SCIENCE?



Archival science is both a pure and an applied science.



Archival science as a scholarly 

discipline deals with records 

and archives as traces of 

memory, information objects, 

documentary evidence, sources 

of history, symbols of past 

events and cultural heritage 

objects. 

MNEMOSYNE was Titan goddess of memory 

and remembrance and the inventress of 

language and words.

~Theo Thomassen

Archival Science Entry

Encyclopedia of Archival Science

http://www.theoi.com/Titan/Titanides.html
http://www.theoi.com/greek-mythology/titans.html


Does anyone recognize 

this Mnemosyne?



Archival science as an applied 

discipline provides a scientific basis 

for records managementand archival 

administration. It provides the 

theoretical and methodological 

framework for designing, managing 

and using sustainable information 

processes and formal and informal 

recordkeeping systems, (including 

preservation systems).
~Theo Thomasen

Muhtar Kent, chairman and chief executive of 

The Coca -Cola Company . 

~Theo Thomassen

Archival Science Entry

Encyclopedia of Archival Science



THE ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES SUPPORTING THE 
ARCHIVAL PERSPECTIVE

Åthe sanctity of evidence; 

Årespect des fonds , provenance, and original order; 

Åthe life cycle of records; 

Åthe organic nature of records; and 

Åhierarchy in records and their descriptions. 
~Theo Thomassen

Archival Science Entry

Encyclopedia of Archival Science



In the academic discourse of the last decades, the classic 

concepts, theories and methods of archival science have been 

called into question. 

ÅThe discipline appears to be going through a paradigm shift 

from a custodial to a post custodial paradigm. 

ÅPostmodern thinkers are moving away from paradigms of 

archival toward acknowledgement of the context of 

recordkeepingpractices and principles.
~Theo Thomassen

Archival Science Entry

Encyclopedia of Archival Science



http://anthropology.net/2014/10/08/39000 -year -old -cave -art -from -

sulawesi -indonesia /


