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Introductions

lauren.kata@gmail.com  



http://www.oralhistory.org/about/principles-
and-practices/



http://ohda.matrix.msu.edu/category/curating/ 



http://www2.archivists.org/groups/oral-history
-section



ARCHIVISTS DOING 
ORAL HISTORY

•Facilitate Oral History 

•Conduct Interviews

•Process, Catalog, Preserve  

•Create online collections, exhibits, 
publications, community events 



WHAT IS ORAL HISTORY?



“It is a great privilege to record someone’s 
life story and a great responsibility to care 

for that story in a preservation 
environment.”

-- Doug Boyd



CREATE, CURATE, DISSEMINATE

The Life Cycle of Oral History



ARCHIVISTS DOING 
ORAL HISTORY

•Facilitate Oral History (Create)

•Conduct Interviews (Create)

•Process, Catalog, Preserve  (Curate)

•Create online collections, exhibits, 
publications, community events 
(Dissemination)



“Curation refers to the long-term care 
and management of historical 
documents, in order to ensure 

maximum access for the present and 
the future.” 

-- Nancy MacKay



https://archiveguide.witness.org 





Oral History & Archives: 
The SAA Oral History Project & 

Online Collection







“I think the main challenge for us as 
archivists is to decide what’s important, 
what are we doing, why does it matter, 

why should anyone care what archivists 
do and what archives contain? ” 

-- Rand Jimerson







Thank you!


